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Establishment of Psychological Warfare 

MID 912 Division, Special Staff 22 May 1946 

fUMKARX 

1. the attached memorandum for the Chief of Staff, subject as above, sets forth 
the desirability of establishing a Psychological Warfare Division as a component of the 
1DSS. 


2* The memorandum emphasises the following points* 

a* War Department responsibility for psychological warfare has 'been the func- 
tion of Propaganda Branch , 0-2, nr DOS, since its establis.^isent in November, 1943. 

b. Prior to that date there existed a number of military and quasi -military 
organisations conducting psychological warfare planning and operations, with divided 
authority and consequent reduced efficiency. 

o. Psychological warfare is not a new weapon, yet no firm determination of its 
role in the military establishment had been made at tne outbreak of World far II, and 
civilian agencies were therefore called upon to perform a military function. 

d. Since psychological warfare is certain to play an increased role in any 
future conflict, its place within the War Department should be established. 

e. While relying on intelligence during wartime, psychological warfare la 
primarily operational in nature and does not fill readily within the scope of the Intelli- 
gence Division. However, the diverse nature of its activities is such that it aoea not 
appear to be a logical responsibility of OPD. 

f . Field experience in World War II proved that psychological warfare is best 
conducted by a division or branch of Special Staff status. Such & division would insure 
complete exploitation of the potentials of psychological warfare and would provide for 
the Study of existing methods and the development of improved techniques leading towards 
the most effective utilization of the weapon. 

g. The establishment of a psychological warfare division on a Special Staff 
level would obviate the necessity of forcing commanders in the field to have civilian 
agencies thrust upon the® for the conduct of military psychological warfare within their 
theater#. It would provide a central organization within the War Department for the plan- 
ning end conduct of ell phases of psychological warfare. 

3« Recommended that Psychological Warfare Division, WD3S, be established with 
functions and responsibilities as set forth in Appendix 1. 
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